
Our mission is to protect life, property and  

the environment, and to provide the 

meteorological services required by society  



Norway has three operational forecasting centers 

BERGEN 
• Aviation and public forecasting for West 

Norway and Central Norway 

• Ocean areas in Northsea, English Channel, 

Biscaya aso  

• Maritime center, offshore forecasting 

• Oilspill modelling, leeway and shipsdrift 
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Public Forecasting 

OSLO 
• Aviation and public forecasting for Southeastern 

Norway and mountain areas in Southern Norway 

•  Ocean areas in Skagerrak 

•  Long term forecasting 
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Aviation Forecasting 

TROMSØ 
• Aviation and public forecasting for Northern Norway and Spitsbergen  

• Ocean areas between Greenland and Novaja Semlja 

• Center for ice forecasting 



Core activities 

Member of  

• the World Meteorological 

Organization (WMO) 

• the European Centre for Medium 

Range Weather Forecasts 

(ECMWF) 

• the European Organisation for the 

Exploitation of Meteorological 

Satellites (EUMETSAT) 

Financed by customers 

• Observations 
Operation, data collection and 

transmission  

• Research & development 
Operational models, environmental 

emergency services, general climate 

research  

• Weather forecasting 
Analyses, prognoses, general forecasts 

and warnings, emergency preparedness  

• Climatological services 
Observations, databases, general 

climatological information  

 

• Services for aviation 

• Tailored products and services 

• Commercial climatological services 

• Commissions and reports 



Extreme weather Nov 16th 2013: ”HILDE” 

• West force 11 violent storm, 

short term force 12,  

wind gust 40-50 m/s 

• Wave height 12-14 m near cot. 

1300 damage reports. 

Cost estimate: 15 mill EUR. 



Advocating the 

use of open 

source data 



Extreme weather – challenges in forecasting 

• Since 1994: 61 extreme weather forecasts 

• Extreme weather forecasts are sent for wind and wind 

gust, precipitation, avalanche, storm  

surge and waves 

• Criteria differ in  

area and season 

• Index developed  

by met.no used  

for forecasting  

extreme wind  

(DJIGGI-index). 

 EFI from ECMWF used as a part of the index 



Use and interpretation of ECMWF products 

• ECMWF model data in daily forecasting 

• Ensemble forecasting 

• Extreme events  

forecasting 

• EFI-index 

• SOT-index  

• Verification 

• Cyclone tracking 

• Monthly and seasonal forecasts 

 

• ECMWF training courses and science webinars 

 



ECMWF Training Course February 2014  


