Intercomparison of operational wave forecasting systems against
in-situ observations: data from BoM, DMI, DWD, ECCC,
ECMWE, JMA, KMA, LPOS, METEOAM, METFR, METNO,
NCEP, NIWA, PRTOS, SHNSM, UKMO.
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PART I: significant wave height (SWH)
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Northern Hemisphere. Top panel: observation distribution. Middle left panel: Forecast
scatter index (standard deviation of the difference normalised by the mean of the observations).
Middle right panel: Forecast root mean square error (RMSE). Bottom panel: forecast mean
error (bias).
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Tropics. Top panel: observation distribution. Middle left panel: Forecast scatter index (stan-
dard deviation of the difference normalised by the mean of the observations). Middle right panel:
Forecast root mean square error (RMSE). Bottom panel: forecast mean error (bias).
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Europe. Top panel: observation distribution. Middle left panel: Forecast scatter index (stan-
dard deviation of the difference normalised by the mean of the observations). Middle right panel:
Forecast root mean square error (RMSE). Bottom panel: forecast mean error (bias).
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Mediterranean Sea. Top panel: observation distribution. Middle left panel: Forecast scatter
index (standard deviation of the difference normalised by the mean of the observations). Middle
right panel: Forecast root mean square error (RMSE). Bottom panel: forecast mean error (bias).
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North Sea. Top panel: observation distribution. Middle left panel: Forecast scatter index
(standard deviation of the difference normalised by the mean of the observations). Middle right
panel: Forecast root mean square error (RMSE). Bottom panel: forecast mean error (bias).



Buoys observations - from 20200901 to 202(

0°E
40°N y
0°E
METFR PRTOS METFR PRIOS
Kta Lops KA Lops
significant wave height A owp significant wave height A owo
Scatter index —a— ECMWF —— UKMO Root mean square error ——e— ECMWF —— UKMO
SW Europe fat 325k 45.0,on -150% 10.0) ECCC NIWA SW EUrope (at 3251 450,kn -150% 10.0) ECCC NIWA
Date: 20200901 00UTC to 20201130 00UTC Bom Neep Date: 20200901 00UTC to 20201130 00UTC BoM NCEP
Waveepi i wave eod 00UTG | Men metrod: far s b wae 1o TG | Men o
02 045
02 04
/ /
018 ——— € 03 ——
/ P
SE—

7 2
Forecast Day Forecast Day
METFR PRTOS
KA Lops
significant wave height A owp
Mean error —e— ECUWF )
SW EUrope (at 2251 450,61 1506 10.0 Ecce NIWA
Date: 20200901 00UTC to 20201130 00UTC BoM Neep

wavezpi b wave od 00UTC | Maen mathods fa

Forecast Day

South West Europe. Top panel: observation distribution. Middle left panel: Forecast scatter
index (standard deviation of the difference normalised by the mean of the observations). Middle
right panel: Forecast root mean square error (RMSE). Bottom panel: forecast mean error (bias).
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North East Atlantic. Top panel: observation distribution. Middle left panel: Forecast scatter
index (standard deviation of the difference normalised by the mean of the observations). Middle
right panel: Forecast root mean square error (RMSE). Bottom panel: forecast mean error (bias).
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North West Atlantic. Top panel: observation distribution. Middle left panel: Forecast scatter
index (standard deviation of the difference normalised by the mean of the observations). Middle
right panel: Forecast root mean square error (RMSE). Bottom panel: forecast mean error (bias).
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North East Pacific. Top panel: observation distribution. Middle left panel: Forecast scatter
index (standard deviation of the difference normalised by the mean of the observations). Middle
right panel: Forecast root mean square error (RMSE). Bottom panel: forecast mean error (bias).
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North West Pacific. Top panel: observation distribution. Middle left panel: Forecast scatter
index (standard deviation of the difference normalised by the mean of the observations). Middle
right panel: Forecast root mean square error (RMSE). Bottom panel: forecast mean error (bias).
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Indian Ocean. Top panel: observation distribution. Middle left panel: Forecast scatter index
(standard deviation of the difference normalised by the mean of the observations). Middle right
panel: Forecast root mean square error (RMSE). Bottom panel: forecast mean error (bias).
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Gulf of Mexico. Top panel: observation distribution. Middle left panel: Forecast scatter index
(standard deviation of the difference normalised by the mean of the observations). Middle right
panel: Forecast root mean square error (RMSE). Bottom panel: forecast mean error (bias).
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Hawaii. Top panel: observation distribution. Middle left panel: Forecast scatter index (stan-
dard deviation of the difference normalised by the mean of the observations). Middle right panel:
Forecast root mean square error (RMSE). Bottom panel: forecast mean error (bias).
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South of South America. Top panel: observation distribution. Middle left panel: Forecast
scatter index (standard deviation of the difference normalised by the mean of the observations).
Middle right panel: Forecast root mean square error (RMSE). Bottom panel: forecast mean
error (bias).
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East Australia - New Zealand. Top panel: observation distribution. Middle left panel:
Forecast scatter index (standard deviation of the difference normalised by the mean of the
observations). Middle right panel: Forecast root mean square error (RMSE). Bottom panel:
forecast mean error (bias).
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South South West Australia. Top panel: observation distribution. Middle left panel: Fore-
cast scatter index (standard deviation of the difference normalised by the mean of the observa-
tions). Middle right panel: Forecast root mean square error (RMSE). Bottom panel: forecast
mean error (bias).
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